





“Plant pathology isn’t a well-known profession,”
begins Dr. Lindsey du Toit, chair of WSU’s
Department of Plant Pathology. “But ARCS helps
us draw attention to the amazing opportunities this
profession offers for students.” She continues,
“Our department is spread across five locations:
the main campus in Pullman and four research and
extension centers spread across the state.”

That's where ARCS can make a real difference.
“‘ARCS Fellowships are a valuable resource, enticing
top tier-candidates to conduct their research in
disparate locations and focus on a profession they
might not have initially considered,” notes Dr. du Toit.
She adds, “And an ARCS Fellowship is prestigious—

it offers students more incentive to consider WSU.
We’re competing against robust and highly respected
programs like UC Davis, UW Madison, NC State,
University of Florida ... ARCS Fellowships are a

real draw.”

Dr. du Toit also sees strong value in having ARCS
Fellows connect with one another. “Students tend to
focus exclusively on their area of specialization, it's
possible to become isolated. The ARCS program
provides exposure to Fellows across a variety of
disciplines; both at WSU and UW. This provides a
valuable community—it really pulls back the blinders
and helps Fellows see the broader potential and
impact of the work that’s out there.”




Washington State University

EVAN DOMSIC

Crop & Soil Sciences

Washington State University

Lyndi & Bob Taylor (3rd) ARCS Scholar

Native to the Andes in South America, quinoa is
often described as a superfood. Typically containing
all nine essential amino acids, it is a rare plant-based
complete protein that grows well in a variety of
regions, including the area surrounding Mt Vernon,
WA. Third-year fellow, Evan Domsic, focuses his
research on why, in some soil conditions, quinoa
fails to develop into a complete protein. “Quinoa is
a great crop,” he says. “It's native to the Andes in
South America but it's adaptable and does well in a
wide variety of growing regions.”

Those regions include the area surrounding Mount
Vernon, where Evan is conducting his research at
WSU’s Northwestern Washington Research and

Extension Center. “We suspect that, when quinoa
fails to develop into a complete protein, it’s related
to the nutrition of the soil,” he explains. “My goal is

to identify how to grow quinoa organically; optimizing
production and nutritional quality while enhancing
soil health.”

This work is close to Evan’s heart. “Prior to attending
WSU, | was an organic farmer for about a decade,”
he says. “Entering graduate school at almost 30
years old and leaving a job with a pretty cushy salary
wasn’t easy, but | really wanted to pursue plant
breeding.” ARCS helped cushion the financial blow
and offer additional benefits. “While the unrestricted
funds provided by ARCS have been an amazing gift,
equally important are the opportunities to network with
other scientists, ARCS alumni and even, potentially,
investors for future projects.”

“Doctoral students are at the core of every
great research university. We are grateful for
the impactful support of the ARCS Foundation,
which helps us recruit outstanding students
and enriches their educational experience.

The research and innovation of WSU’s doctoral
students inspires and empowers the University
community and greatly contributes to our
land-grant mission in Washington and beyond.”

T. CHRIS RILEY-TILLMAN
Provost and Executive Vice President
Washington State University
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Dorothy L. Simpson Leadership Award

NASEEHA CARDWELL

Chemical Engineering

Washington State University

Washington Research Foundation (122nd) ARCS Scholar

Established in 2018 in honor of Dorothy Lewis Simpson
(1924-2018), this award recognizes an ARCS Scholar
with exceptional qualities of leadership, intellectual
curiosity, and dedication to the greater good.

Naseeha (Nas) Cardwell, originally from Des Moines, WA,
earned her B.S. in Chemical Engineering with a minor in
Mathematics from Montana State University in 2020. Her
collegiate experience ignited a passion for research, leading

her to pursue a Ph.D. at Washington State University (WSU).

Now in her final year, Nas focuses on developing and
upgrading renewable biofuels through catalytic processes,
computationally simulating these systems at the molecular
level to understand the behavior of the molecules within

the fuel and to guide the design of effective and long-lasting
catalytic materials.

Throughout her graduate studies, Nas has presented at
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